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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Congregation Brith Shalom is an egalitarian Conservative synagogue. The Religious School is 
dedicated to providing its students with a comprehensive Jewish education from Pre-K through 12th 
grade, instilling an appreciation for and celebration of Jewish identity, and inspiring a commitment to 
ongoing Jewish living and learning. 
 
The Congregation Brith Shalom Religious School emphasizes Jewish practice, ethics and values, the 
study of Torah and sacred texts, Hebrew language, prayer, history, holidays, and Jewish culture. It 
strives to create an environment of Ahavat Yisrael and Klal Yisrael – a caring and active involvement 
in the synagogue, local Jewish community, Israel, and the world-wide Jewish community.  
 
The dedicated faculty members of the Religious School bring to the classrooms expertise in and 
passion for Judaism and Jewish values, as well as deep regard for the individual worth of each 
student, recognizing the varied learning styles and abilities of individuals. The Brith Shalom clergy are 
an integral part of the school, through meeting with classes, leading worship services, and facilitating 
programs.  
 
The school depends on parents to be active partners in their children’s Jewish education by 
participating in worship services and class activities, home rituals, and ensuring regular attendance. 
At family learning days, school-wide programs, and children’s worship services, parents and children 
have the opportunity to encounter Judaism in fun, educational, and often surprising ways.  
 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday School: Grades Pre-K through 2 
 Sundays: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
   

 
 
 
 

 

Hebrew School: Grades 3 through 7 
 Sundays: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 Wednesdays: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
 Saturdays: Junior Congregation 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
   [1st Saturday of the month – see Calendar]  
 

 
 

Mosad Shalom: Grades 8 through 12  
 Wednesdays: 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Shabbat and Holiday Worship Services for Children and Families:  
 

• Junior Congregation, on the first Shabbat of the month, is mandatory for students in 
grades 3-6. [Watch for info on the Jr. Cong Mystery Trip!] Parents and grandparents are 
encouraged to join the service. All 7th Grade students are expected to attend services in 
the main sanctuary beginning one year before the bar/bat mitzvah ceremony. 

 

• Kidshul, held on most Shabbat mornings, is an interactive family service for young children 
from age 4 to 2nd grade. 

  

• Mini-Minyan is a 45-minute Friday night service for young families. It is generally held one 
Friday night a month. 

            

• Friday Night Ruach: Check the shul calendar for dates of this monthly musical Friday night 
service, which will appeal to children and adults of all ages. 

 

• Babysitting is always provided free of charge during Shabbat and holiday services. 
 
       

School Worship Services: Students in grades 3-6 participate in services on Sundays and 
on Wednesdays, led by Rabbi Teller, Cantor Rhodes and Cantor Levine. 
 
 

Family Learning Days: Parents and children come together for 
shared Jewish educational experiences. Each program includes time to 
socialize with other parents, an adult discussion, and a fun collaborative 
activity for parents and their children.     
 
 

Story Time: Several times a year, library volunteers read Jewish 
story books aloud to the younger children during school time. 
 
 

PJ Library Program: It's never too early to create treasured Jewish memories with your 
family! This new initiative from the Bureau of Jewish Education aims to enrich the lives of young 
families with Jewish stories and songs. Thanks to a gift from an anonymous member of Brith 
Shalom, each Religious School child through age 6 will receive in the mail, free of charge, a high 
quality Jewish children’s book or CD each month! 
 
 

Special Needs: At the Brith Shalom Religious School, we pride ourselves on providing 
individualized attention to each student. It is essential that we have the maximum information 
concerning your child’s special needs so that we can provide for him or her the best Jewish education 
possible. Parents are urged to speak with Cantor Levine and the child’s teacher before the 
beginning of school.  
 
 

Note: Diane Brezner, Special Education Consultant for the Jewish Federation of Houston’s Bureau of 
Jewish Education, is available for confidential advice, referrals and recommendations: 
(dbrezner@houstonjewish.org). The BJE sponsors both a community-wide religious school class for 
children with special needs (Kesher), and also the Kesher Parent Support Group (workshops and 
speakers for families with special needs children).  
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PTO – Parent-Teacher Organization: 
Joining the Religious School Parent -Teacher 
Organization is an opportunity to become more involved 
in your child’s Jewish education, while meeting other 
Brith Shalom parents and having fun! There are many 
ways to make a difference, no matter how much time 
you have to give. Please plan to attend the 
Shalom Sunday Café on the first Sunday of school. 
 
 

Attendance Awards: The Hineni Award for Excellent Attendance is presented 
to students in Pre-K through 2nd grade with three or fewer absences per year and to 
students in grades 3-7 with 6 or fewer absences per year. Mosad Shalom students 
with fewer than three absences also receive a Hineni Award. Please plan to attend the 
Final Assembly! 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Religious School Scholarships: It is the policy of Congregation Brith Shalom that no child 
is turned away from a Jewish education for inability to pay. The Scholarship Committee meets each 
spring to award scholarships for the coming year. Please note that awards are NEEDS-BASED and a 
confidential written application is required.  
 
 

Scholarships for Jewish Summer Camp: Jewish camping is one of the best ways to 
get kids excited about Judaism! Brith Shalom children attend Ramah Darom, Young Judaea, and 
many other Jewish summer camps. Each spring, the Scholarship Committee awards many partial 
scholarships. Please note that scholarship awards are NEEDS-BASED and a confidential written 
application is required, due no later than March 3 for the following summer. Scholarship funds for 
summer camp also are available from the Bureau of Jewish Education and the Jewish Children’s 
Regional Services.  
 

Israel Scholarship:  Brith Shalom is very proud of the special stipend it offers to all its children 
who stay in a Jewish school (supplemental or day school) through high school. This anonymously 
funded $1,000 stipend is to be applied towards an approved Israel summer experience. To be 
eligible for the scholarship, students must complete their 11th grade year in good standing 
(either in Religious School or Jewish day school), and sign a pledge to finish 12th grade.  
Please note that a written application is required, due 
no later than March 3. Additional funds for Israel trips 
are available from the Bureau of Jewish Education. 
 
 

Gift of Israel: Gift of Israel is a national savings 
program to help fund a child’s Israel experience. It is 
a three-way partnership involving family, Brith 
Shalom, and the Federation. The Gift of Israel 
Program allows a family to start saving for the child’s 
trip to Israel beginning in 3rd grade. For more 
information please contact the Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Greater Houston.  Please note: This 
program is no longer accepting new enrollees. 

 



 6 

SCHOOL POLICIES 
 

Enrollment: In order to enroll a child in the Religious School, the parent must be a 

member in good standing of Brith Shalom. Under certain limited circumstances, non-member 
families may be permitted to send their children to the CBS Religious School. Please contact 
Cantor Levine for more information.  
 
In order to enroll in Pre-K, a child must turn four by September 1st. Enrollment in other grades 
generally is based on the child’s secular school grade. 
            

All students (except Jewish day school students) must be enrolled in Religious School for grades 3-
7 in order to celebrate bar/bat mitzvah at Brith Shalom. Day school students are strongly encouraged 
to attend Religious School in grades 6 and 7, in order to become integrated into the CBS community. 
            

 

Academics: Parents and students should acquaint themselves 
with the curricular objectives for the appropriate grade. Progress 
reports will be mailed home twice a year. If remediation is necessary, 
it will be provided during school hours whenever possible. Please 
inform Cantor Levine of your child’s special learning, medical or 
developmental needs, and arrange a discussion with the child’s 
teacher.  
 

Attendance: In case of excessive absences, the teacher, in 
consultation with Cantor Levine, will assign appropriate make-up work, which must be completed in a 
timely fashion. If a student falls seriously behind, parents may be required to provide private tutoring 
(the tutor must be approved by Cantor Levine). Students with excellent attendance will be eligible for 
a Hineni Award! 
            

Arrivals and Departures / Security: There is a police officer on duty whenever school 
is in session. Entrances to the building, as well as to the outdoor hallway, are viewed by security 
cameras. If a child must be picked up early, a parent must come into the building to get the child.  
No child will be allowed to leave the building unescorted.  
            
 

Children must wait for carpool pickup in the designated parking lot area after class, where teachers 
will be on duty. For the safety of all children, please do not use a cell phone in the carpool line. 
Children will not be allowed to leave the area to meet a parent in the parking lot or elsewhere in the 
building.  
 

Proper Attire: During all Religious School functions (Sunday, 
Wednesday and Shabbat), students are expected to dress in clothing 
that brings honor and respect to the synagogue. Note: Baseball caps are 
not to be worn. Boys must wear kipot at all times at Brith Shalom 
(optional for girls). Students are encouraged to bring their own kipot to 
school.  
 
 

Tzedakah: Giving is an important mitzvah (commandment) of 

Jewish life. Each session, money for tzedakah (literally: “righteousness”) 
is collected from the students, and each class decides where the money 
will be donated at the end of the year. Please take time to discuss this 
mitzvah with your child, and encourage your child to give a portion of 
his/her own money. 
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Snacks / Kashrut: All food brought into the synagogue must be kosher and be marked 

with a kosher symbol (hechsher); no home-baked treats are allowed. School snacks and special 
holiday treats are provided by the PTO. Mosad Shalom students sign up to bring snack themselves, 
and are responsible for remembering to do so.  
 
 

Personalized Prayer Book: Each 3rd grade 
student will be presented with a personalized copy of Siddur 
Sim Shalom during the Kabbalat HaSiddur program (see 
calendar). 
 
 

Homework: While we recognize the stress that many of 
our students feel over their busy schedules, regular practice 
of Hebrew is essential for mastery. Please encourage your 
child to take all assignments seriously. Your support, interest 
and encouragement will have a tremendous effect on your 
child’s attitude towards Jewish learning. 
 
 

Illness: Should your child become ill while at school, we will gladly dispense band-aids and TLC, 
but we will not administer any medication (including aspirin and Tylenol) without a note from the 
parent. When necessary, we will contact the parent, or others listed on the emergency form, to pick up 
the child. Make sure your emergency contact information is current on the Registration Form! 
 
 

Guest Policy / Visiting the Classroom: Parents are always welcome to visit the 
classroom; however, we request prior notification. If your child wishes to bring a friend or relative to 
class, permission must be obtained in advance from the teacher. You must be reachable while the 
guest is on the premises.  
 
 

Cancellation: In the event of severe weather or other emergency, listen to radio station KTRH 

740 AM for cancellation announcements. If possible, you will be called or emailed. 
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CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
 
 
 

  Students are expected to be courteous and respectful to each other and to their teachers. 

Students have a right to learn and teachers have a right to teach; anything interfering 
in this process is a problem.   

    

In all cases of behavioral difficulties, the teacher will keep Cantor Levine informed of 

incidents and action(s) taken. Confidential records will be maintained. The discipline 

procedure is as follows: 
 

1. First incident of misbehavior: The teacher will discuss the problem with the 
student, and give a warning (unless misbehavior is so severe that the child must be 

removed from the classroom immediately).  

2. Second incident: If necessary, the student will be removed from the class and 
escorted to the office (accompanied by an adult or aide). The parent will be called to 

discuss the situation and possible resolutions.  

3. Third incident: The student will be escorted to the office. The parent will be 
contacted. If circumstances warrant, s/he will be asked to pick up the student. A 

meeting will be arranged with the student, parent(s), teacher and Cantor Levine. 

  
Certain offenses will result in immediate removal from the school: 

• Theft 

• Vandalism 

• Smoking 

• Use or possession of drugs, alcohol, harmful or dangerous objects 
• Violence or threat of violence to others  

• Placing self and/or other students in danger 

• Extreme disregard of Religious School rules 
 

The following items should not be brought to school and are subject to 
confiscation by teacher or staff:  

             frisbees                                       skateboards                                   

             skates                                         squirt guns / play guns 

               fireworks                                     video games  
             electronic toys weapons of any kind 
 

Please note:  
• Cell phones must be silent and not used during class (this includes no texting). 

• MP3 players must be put away and not used during class. 

• Baseball caps are not to be worn during Religious School hours. 

• Chewing gum is not allowed on the premises. 
 

Please read and discuss with your child.  
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CURRICULAR OUTLINE: BY GRADE 
 
 
 

PRIMARY GRADES: PRE-K THROUGH 2ND  
       

• Classes meet on Sundays only.  
 

• Kidshul (Saturday morning), Mini Minyan and the Friday 
Night Ruach Service provide child-friendly worship 
opportunities.  

 

• Key Jewish concepts include: God, holidays, prayer, 
values, Israel, synagogue, mitzvot (commandments), 
and tzedakah.  

 

• Music, art, stories, conversational Hebrew, and movement are a part of the curriculum.  
 
 

Pre-Kindergarten / Kindergarten 
• Learning is centered on the Jewish holidays and Shabbat, 

using a kinesthetic, participatory approach. 

• Beautiful take-home folders from (Let’s Discover the 
Holidays) cover fall and spring holidays.  

• The children are introduced 
to the traditions and rituals 
of Shabbat with the series 
Let’s Discover Shabbat.  

• Conversational Hebrew is 
presented in a natural and 
interactive manner, through songs, games and holiday learning.  

• Music is always an integral part of the morning at Sunday School.  
 
 
 
 

First Grade 

• Students will learn the names and sounds of the 22 letters of the alef-bet 
using the text Let’s Discover the Alef-Bet  

• Study of the Jewish holidays and Shabbat 
will continue with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents also will enjoy the colorful 
folders of Let’s Celebrate  for each major 
holiday.  

• The series Let’s Discover the Synagogue  
teaches the students about the people, 
objects and activities they see weekly at shul. 

• The children will begin to explore concepts about God, and discover 
Israel as seen through the eyes of a young child. 
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Second Grade  

• The Hebrew pre-primer Journeys Through the Alef-Bet  
guides students in letter recognition skills and beginning 
Hebrew vocabulary.  

• Students explore a real translation of the biblical text using 
Being Torah. 

• Through the beautiful series A Time to Celebrate, students 
acquire a “Jewish vocabulary” of symbols for each holiday. 

• Exploration of the 
basic building blocks 
of Jewish life, such as 
mitzvot (commandments), Bible,  and synagogue symbols, 
strengthens the children’s Jewish identity. 

• The Great Israel Scavenger Hunt  introduces Israel to 
young children in an exciting and interactive manner. 

 

 
 
 

 

HEBREW SCHOOL: Grades 3 through 7 
 

• Children attend Religious School twice a week (Sundays and Wednesdays), and Junior 
Congregation services once a month (generally the first Saturday).  

• Learning intensifies and becomes more sophisticated in all subjects. 

• By the end of Third Grade, students are reading and writing Hebrew script.  

• Other areas of focus include Bible, ethics and mitzvot (commandments), life cycle, Israel, Jewish 
heroes / role models, the arts, and current events. 

• Holidays are explored from an increasingly adult perspective, teaching the children that Jewish 
study is a lifelong endeavor. 

 
 

Third Grade  

• The students work hard but have fun as they concentrate 
on acquiring Hebrew reading and writing (script) skills, 
through the text Shalom U’vracha, and many classroom 
games, activities, and conversations in colloquial 
language.  

• A highlight of the year is Kabbalat 
HaSiddur (Receiving the Prayer 
Book) ceremony: each student is 
presented with a personalized copy 
of Siddur Sim Shalom and a beautiful 
certificate. The Family Learning Day 

in preparation for this event is a memorable experience! 

• Students study a real translation of the biblical text, and are invited to 
become biblical commentators themselves. 

• The textbook My Jewish Year  conveys the joy of holiday celebrations.  
The story of each holiday is presented through rituals, blessings, symbols, traditions and legends. 

• Building Jewish Life: Mitzvot folders make the doing of mitzvot (commandments) into concepts 
and practices that students will want to embrace. 
 
 
 



 11 

Fourth Grade  

• Students continue to study the meaning and language of 
prayers while building basic Hebrew conversational skills 
through games, songs and activities. 

• Shalom Ivrit I: Welcome to Modern Hebrew  teaches fluent 
reading and comprehension skills while providing 
opportunities for simple conversations. Shalom Ivrit I 
Prayer Companion ties in prayers thematically to the 
conversational text. 

• The children continue to use the Sim Shalom prayer books 
that they received last year at the Kabbalat HaSiddur 
ceremony.  

• Students study Bible through A Child’s Bible I: Lessons from the Torah and A Child’s Bible 
Gamebook.  

• The Book of Jewish Holidays presents modern customs and 
celebrations alongside history and ancient traditions, 
incorporating many innovative exercises.  

• Geveret Ellen Heffler’s self-
published Trope for Kids empowers 
students to chant directly from the 
Torah by the end of the year! 

• Babaganewz, an award-winning 
monthly Jewish children’s 
magazine, teaches as it entertains.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth Grade   
• Students continue in their Hebrew study with Shalom Ivrit 

II and Prayer Companion. An entertaining musical 
reinforcement is provided through the sing-along CD Shiru 
Shalom.  

• Students discuss the parasha (Torah portion for the 
week), and study the Bible using A Child’s Bible II: 

Lessons from the 
Prophets and Writings. 
Significant milestones in 
a Jewish life are 
discussed using 
Journey of a Lifetime: The Jewish Life Cycle Book. 

•  Jewish ethics deal with everyday decision-making  in A Kid’s 
Mensch Handbook: Step by Step to a 
Lifetime of Jewish Values  

• The award-winning monthly Jewish children’s magazine, Babaganewz, 
teaches as it entertains.  
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Sixth Grade  
• In this pre-B’nai Mitzvah year, students focus on learning the Torah Service 

and Musaf, prayers that can be utilized for their Bar or Bat Mitzvah and 
throughout life. Their Hebrew level will 
improve through Shalom Ivrit III and 
Hebrew Companion  

• The focus this year is on the history of 
Israel, from the formation of the State 
to the modern day. A Young Person’s 
History of Israel tells the story of our 
Jewish homeland through historical maps and photos, and 
sources from modern media coverage of Israel are 
discussed in the classroom.  

• The History of the Jewish People helps students 
comprehend how the lessons of the past impact both the present and the future. 

• For the first time, students of Kita Dalet will study Biblical text directly 
from the source as they explore the book of 
Genesis, from the time Abraham on.  Each 
Biblical chapter will be associated with a Jewish 
value which can be applied to life today.    

• Babaganewz, an award-winning monthly Jewish 
children’s magazine, teaches as it entertains.  

 
 
 

Seventh Grade   
• For most students, this is the year of becoming 

bar/bat mitzvah, and it is doubly important for 
teachers and parents to emphasize that adult Jewish 
learning begins with b/mitzvah! Students are 
expected to start attending adult Shabbat services 
rather than Junior Congregation. 

• Prayer skills will focus on the weekday services of 
shacharit, mincha and ma’ariv. As the culmination of 
the year, students will lead the school community in 
the weekday shacharit service (including 
personalized prayers) at their moving-up ceremony 
in May. The class will also lead mincha services for  

                                                                              the Hebrew school. 

• Rediscovering the Jewish Holidays provides an appealing antidote for adolescent skepticism by 
inviting students not only to share in the treasures of Judaism, but also to enrich our tradition by 
making their own contributions to meaningful Jewish observance.  

• The importance of taking responsibility for one’s decisions – the essence of becoming a bar/bat 
mitzvah - is emphasized in Making a Difference: 
Putting Jewish Spirituality into Action, One 
Mitzvah at a Time.  

• In The Time of Our Lives, teens reflect on the 
future as they envision what their own life cycle 
events will be like. Opportunities are provided for 
families to share memories of past life cycle 
events and dreams for those to come.  
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MOSAD SHALOM: Grades 8-12 
 

 

 

• The Mosad Shalom program at Brith Shalom helps students 
explore their identities as Conservative Jewish teens living in 
today’s world, and encourages them to take their rightful roles as 
active adult members of the Jewish community.  

• Each year the curriculum changes, to reflect the changing 
realities in society, the interests of students (as reflected in 
student surveys), and the expertise of teachers.  

• Students participate in two classes every Wednesday evening: 
home room (see descriptions below), and an elective (chug). A 
social component is built into the evening, with time for 
socializing and snacking.  Students choose new chugim three 
times during the year.  

• The program assists students in developing a strong foundation 
of Jewish ethics, knowledge, and 
spirituality, to support them as 
they confront the challenges of 
college life.  

• Congregation Brith Shalom post b’nai mitzvah students are invited 
to apply as madrichim (teen assistants) in the Religious School on 
Sunday mornings. All madrichim must be registered in Mosad 
Shalom and/or a Jewish day school (please see Cantor Levine for 
more information). 

 

Eighth Grade   
Courage to Care / Courage to Act 

•     Students explore the history of the 
Holocaust  and other examples of 
collective violence. The class examines 
not only the events themselves, but also 
how and why these terrible events 
occurred.  

• Human Nature - The students examine 
the actions of individuals who daily faced 
moral dilemmas and made choices: to 
participate, to resist, or to stand by and do nothing.  

• Human Rights - One of the most important lessons of the Holocaust 
is that individuals must choose to take action against injustice 
wherever it occurs and whoever its victims may be. 

• Activism - Together, the class takes 
action against a current injustice 
through a mutually-selected class 
project.  

• The role of the Pope and the Catholic 
Church during the Holocaust.   

• The American response in post Holocaust years through the 
present.   
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Ninth Grade   
Why Be Jewish? 

• Jewish identity, inter-dating, conversion, lifestyle decisions, 
body ethics, Jewish relationships and current events in Israel 
are only some of the topics that are discussed in this class. 

• Source material is from   
Sex in the Texts by Paul 
Yedwab and Why Be 
Jewish? by Rabbi David 
Wolpe. 

• Lots of spirited 
conversations and debate 
should be anticipated! 

 

Tenth Grade   
The Five Branches of Judaism and World Religions 

• Students examine the branches of Judaism and compare Judaism to other religions of the 
world though discussions, films, written materials, and guest speakers. 

• The class will study several liturgical and modern texts that 
have reshaped Jewish thinking 
and living, including the    Book 
of Job and Rabbi Harold 
Kushner's Why Bad Things 
Happen to Good People. 

• Throughout the year, students 
have an opportunity to teach a Jewish topic of their choice 
during “Seven Minutes of Fame.”  

• In addition, the class supports two-three tzedakah projects 
chosen by the students.  

 

Eleventh Grade   
 Bible and Beyond:  
 The Incredible Journey  
 of Jewish History  
• The 11th grade core course will be broad and wide. 

The first part of the year, students examine some 
of the contributions Judaism has made to Western 
civilization and the effects that Western civilization 
has had on Judaism. 

• The second part of the year provides a “taste” of 
traditional Jewish texts beyond the Five Books of Moses, including Prophets, Talmud, and 
Midrash.  

• Students begin to experience how halachah is an 
ongoing process, and understand that texts are 
intimately related to the time period that produces 
them. 

• In addition to ancient texts, the class explores 
modern Conservative responsa on questions of gay 
rights, medical ethics, and other issues that impact 
the lives of today’s Jewish teens. 
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Twelfth Grade  
  Jewish Spirituality Workshop 

• This course is designed to empower our seniors to develop Jewish spiritual lives as they 
graduate from the religious school setting. 

• Students grow more confident in their Jewish Life 
Skills - Tallit and tefillin, prayer and rituals, Jewish 
holidays – and examine the deeper meaning that 
practicing these skills can have in adult life. 

• In addition to Prayer, topics include Spirituality, 
Mysticism (Kabbalah), Jewish Meditation, Jewish 
Music, and Jewish Ethics.  

• The Mosad Shalom Graduation Service is 
scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2009. 

 
 

 

CHUGIM: Mosad Shalom Electives (a sample) 
 

• Games, Games and More Games 

• Jewish Music for Musicians 

• It’s Not Your Mother’s Mahj 

• Papercutting: A Jewish Craft 

• Jewish Cooking Around the World 

• Magic, Mysteries and Miracles 

• Are Genes Jewish? And Other Bioethical Dilemmas 

• Sex, Peace, Love, War, Angst & Tie-Dye 

• Jews in the Media 

• Micrography, Calligraphy and Hebrew Letters 

• How to Be a Spy 

• Shira: Singing with the Rabbi 
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